
Encyclopedia of Evaluation

Evaluation

Contributors: Deborah M. Fournier
Editors: Sandra Mathison
Book Title: Encyclopedia of Evaluation
Chapter Title: "Evaluation"
Pub. Date: 2005
Access Date: October 15, 2013
Publishing Company: Sage Publications, Inc.
City: Thousand Oaks
Print ISBN: 9780761926092
Online ISBN: 9781412950558
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.4135/9781412950558.n179
Print pages: 140-141

This PDF has been generated from SAGE Research Methods. Please note that the
pagination of the online version will vary from the pagination of the print book.

http://dx.doi.org/10.4135/9781412950558.n179


SAGE

Copyright ©2013 SAGE Research Methods

Page 2 of 2 Encyclopedia of Evaluation: Evaluation

http://dx.doi.org/10.4135/9781412950558.n179
Evaluation is an applied inquiry process for collecting and synthesizing evidence that
culminates in conclusions about the state of affairs, value, merit, worth, significance,
or quality of a program, product, person, policy, proposal, or plan. Conclusions made
in evaluations encompass both an empirical aspect (that something is the case) and a
normative aspect [p. 140 ↓ ] (judgment about the value of something). It is the value
feature that distinguishes evaluation from other types of inquiry, such as basic science
research, clinical epidemiology, investigative journalism, or public polling.
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